We examined the risk of unwanted online sexual solicitations and characteristics associated with four online interaction styles among youth Internet users. The interaction styles took into account the people with whom youth interacted online (people known in person only, unknown people met through face-to-face friends, unknown people met in chatroom, and other places online) and high-and low-risk patterns of online behavior. The aim was to provide a basis for identifying which youth may be most at risk from interacting online with unknown people.
T HE DATA WERE GATHERED in a telephone survey of a nationally representative sample of 1,500 youth Internet users ages 10 to 17 years, conducted between March and June 2005. A detailed description of the sample and methodology can be found in other publications. 1, 2 
MEASURES
We asked the youth nine questions about interacting online with others. The first five questions concerned people they knew in person. "People use the Internet to communicate with a lot of different individuals. In the past year, have you communicated online with (1) people your age you see often, like friends from school? (2) people your age you don't see often, like friends who have moved away? (3) people in your family you see often? (4) people in your family you don't see often, like relatives who live in other places? (5) other people you know personally, like teachers or coaches or neighbors?"
The next four questions concerned unknown people. "People also communicate with individuals they only know from the Internet, whom they don't know in person. In the past year, have you been online with (6) people you don't know in person, but you met online through friends or family-for example, a friend introduced you to someone through email? (7) people you get information from, like when you're working on school projects, but you don't know them in person? (8) people you met through an online dating or romance site? (9) people you don't know in person, whom you know online other ways-for example, people you met chatting or through instant messages?"
Youth who answered yes to any of the first five questions and no to questions 6 through 9 were Crimes against Children Research Center, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire.
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coded as cautious interactors. Youth who answered yes to question 6 and no to questions 7 through 9 were coded as friend-mediated interactors. Youth who answered yes to any of questions 7 through 9 were coded as unrestricted interactors.
The measure that distinguished high-versus lowrisk unrestricted interactors was based on analyses developed by Ybarra et al., 3 which found increases in online harassment and unwanted sexual solicitation based on the number of different potentially risky online behaviors youth had engaged in during the past year. The behaviors are listed in Table  1 . The number of behaviors was summed, and youth who scored at least 1 SD above the mean (M ϭ 2.5, SD ϭ 2.1) by engaging in five or more different behaviors were deemed high risk.
Aggressive online sexual solicitations were unwanted sexual solicitations (e.g., requests to talk about sex, give sexual information, or do something sexual) involving attempts at or actual offline contact by the solicitor. The variables describing demographic, Internet use and psychosocial characteristics are described in detail in other publications. 1,2
RESULTS
Of youth Internet users who interacted online with other people, 17% were high-risk unrestricted interactors who engaged in high levels of potentially risky online behaviors (see Table 1 ). Twentyone percent were low-risk unrestricted interactors; 10% were friend-mediated interactors; and 51% were cautious interactors who interacted online only with people they knew in person.
Fifteen percent of high-risk unrestricted interactors had received aggressive solicitations, compared to 6% of the low-risk, 4% of the friend-mediated, and 1% of the cautious groups. The high-risk youth had significantly higher rates of every type of potentially risky online behavior. In particular, 25% had talked online to unknown people about sex, compared to 4% of the low-risk group and 5% of the friend-mediated group.
Bivariate comparisons of high-and low-risk unrestricted, friend-mediated, and cautious interactors showed demographic differences in terms of age, family structure, and race among the four groups, as well as significant differences in many of the Internet use and psychosocial characteristics assessed (see Table 2 ).
Using multinomial logistic regression comparing high-risk unrestricted interactors to cautious ones, we found that high-risk unrestricted interactors were more likely to be teenagers, have high levels of Internet use, and engage in most types of interactive Internet use (see Table 2 ). They were more likely to report offline interpersonal victimization such as physical assaults by siblings or being bullied. They were over four times more likely to score in the borderline or clinically significant range on the Child Behavior Checklist (CBCL) subscales for ONLINE INTERACTIONS AMONG YOUTH 341 rule-breaking behavior (AOR 4.9, 95% CI 2.7-8.5) and depression (AOR 4.7, 95% CI 1.9-11.1) and more than twice as likely to exhibit social problems (AOR 2.7, 95% CI 1.3-5.4). (Odds ratios are adjusted to correct for over-estimation of risk). 4 
DISCUSSION
Internet safety messages often suggest that interacting online with unknown people in any circumstance is risky for youth Internet users because it
